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Dear Colleagues,  

Ewen Tsai, Branch President 

Since the CM season is now over (phew!), the branch board has 

been planning some events to rejuvenate and reconnect so we can 

have a fun and relaxing time together. We are especially looking for-

ward to the May Luncheon on May 13, a yearly tradition that allows 

all of us branch teachers to socialize in good company and good 

food. This year’s luncheon will see a different format by beginning 

with a lecture by Omri Shimron, professor of piano at CSU East Bay 

and then followed by a potluck lunch both in the cozy home of board 

member Mary Beth Cheney. 

We are fortunate to have Dr. Shimron give his lecture on “What's 

There and What's Not There: Tips for Teachers on Interpreting 

and ‘Reducing’ Piano Scores with Students.” This interactive 

workshop-lecture will center around how to work with students on 

interpreting a musical score, based both on what the composer has 

left behind ("what's there") and on general principles of phrasing, ar-

ticulation, and emphases that are not explicitly indicated by the com-

poser ("what's not there"). In addition, Dr. Shimron will offer sugges-

tions on simplifying ("reducing") the score and changing the music in 

such a way that the composition's structure comes through more 

clearly.  

We look forward to furthering this important discussion over lunch 

prepared by branch members (check your email for sign-up infor-

mation). In addition, we will be holding a sweepstake to select one 

branch member from luncheon participants who hasn’t yet had the 

opportunity to attend a state convention to receive a full registration 

for free ($282 value). The MTAC Annual State Convention is an in-

spiring and eventful experience that will take place this year at the 

Hyatt Regency Santa Clara from June 28 to July 2. If you have never 

attended the convention, please join us on May 13!  

Happy Teaching! 

President’s Prelude 

 

Alameda County East 
Branch Newsletter 

Important Dates: 
 
 
5/13   10am, Lecture 
 
 

5/13   12pm,Luncheon 
 
 
 
5/18   Benefit Concert 
 
 
 
6/2     Teen Recital 

 
 
6/28 - MTAC Convention 
7/2 

 

Newsletter Submissions: 

Please send any submissions 

for the next newsletter by  

June 30 to Megan Mui,  

Newsletter Editor at 

mmmui14@gmail.com. 



Please join us on May 13 for an interactive lecture and workshop with Dr. Omri Shimron followed by a 

potluck lunch at Mary Beth Cheney’s house in Livermore.  

This social luncheon usually takes place at a restaurant, but board member Mary Beth Cheney gener-

ously offered her cozy home this year where we can look forward to enjoying each other’s food and 

company. 

We ask that each participant brings one potluck item for lunch. If you have not already done so, please 

check your email for information and a Sign-Up Genius link.  

We will also be holding a sweepstake for a lucky participant who has not yet had the opportunity to 

attend a convention to receive a full registration to the 2019 MTAC State Convention ($282 value).  

May 2019 

Lecture and Lunch at May Luncheon 

Monday, May 13 at 2222 Buena Vista, Livermore, CA 94550 

Lecture from 10am - 12pm, Lunch from 12pm - 2pm 

Page 2 

Dr. Shimron’s lecture topic “What's There and What's Not There: Tips for Teachers on Interpreting 

and ‘Reducing’ Piano Scores with Students” will center around how to work with students on inter-

preting a musical score, based both on what the composer 

has left behind ("what's there") but also on general princi-

ples of phrasing, articulation, and emphasis that are not 

explicitly indicated by the composer ("what's not there"). In 

addition, he will offer suggestions on simplifying 

("reducing") the score and changing the music in such a 

way that the composition's structure comes through more 

clearly.    

Omri Shimron is a pianist, educator, recording artist, and 

current faculty member at California State University East 

Bay.  In his piano teaching, Shimron embraces a holistic 

approach to music that integrates creativity and physical 

awareness with a historically informed approach to style 

and sound. 

Shimron earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in music from 

the University of Rochester,  Master of Music in Piano. 

Master of Arts in Music Theory Pedagogy, and Doctor of 

Musical Arts degree in Piano from the Eastman School of 

Music. Before relocating to California, Shimron taught at 

Elon University (NC), Hillsdale College (MI), and Eastern Mediterranean University on the island of Cy-

prus. His debut album, featuring Frederic Rzewski’s 36 Variations on ‘The People United Will Never Be 

Defeated!‘ was released in July 2014 on New Focus Records.  (source:  omrishimron.com) 

http://www.mtac.org/events-information/convention/
http://omrishimron.com/
http://omrishimron.com/
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Bridge Over Troubled Water  
Alan Hu Foundation Benefit Concert on May 18 

May 2019 

 

The newly-formed Alan Hu Foundation will present the benefit concert Bridge Over Troubled Water to 

promote mental health, raise awareness and remove stigma surrounding psychiatric disorders, and  

support fundamental research for cures. 

Xiaofang Chen and Chih-Ching Hu created the founda-

tion in memory of their son, Alan, who took his own life 

in 2018 at the age of 15, due to mental disorders.  

Alan, a gifted student and talented cellist, played in the 

string orchestras while he attended Amador Valley High 

School and Harvest Park Middle School. Local board 

members, Marsha McInnis, Mark Rahman and Lynn 

Gatehouse agreed that a concert would be a fitting  

tribute to Alan’s memory, and an appropriate way to  

introduce the foundation to the community.  

Amador Valley High School music teacher Mark Aubel 

stepped up to plan the program and direct the concert, 

which will include student ensembles from both Amador 

Valley High School and Harvest Park Middle School. 

Many of Alan’s friends and classmates will be playing in 

the concert.  

Featured soloists will be professional musicians and 

teachers, Brady Anderson, Abraham Becker, Yuting 

Chen, Beth Tomlin and Ewen Tsai.  

 

The concert will take place on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 4:00 PM at Lynnewood United Methodist 

Church, 4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton CA 94566.  

In addition to the musical performances, there will be a silent auction, as well as representatives from  

local mental health organizations to provide resources and answer questions. Doors open at 3:30 PM. 

Though there is no charge for admission, donations are encouraged and will be gratefully accepted. 

 

RSVP by May 10, 2019 at http://alanhufoundation.org/events/benefit-concert-for-alanhu-foundation/  

 

For further information and to donate to The Alan Hu Foundation, please visit the website: 

 http://alanhufoundation.org/helping 

Sat, May 18, 4:00pm at Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton 

http://alanhufoundation.org/events/benefit-concert-for-alanhu-foundation/
http://alanhufoundation.org/helping


Branch students win First Place at VOCE State Finals 
May 2019 

Blankenship Project  

Congratulations to branch member Sophie Liu and her teen 

student group consisting of vocalists Joanna Chu and Ange-

lina Chen and pianist Justin Wang for achieving First Place 

in the VOCE State Finals for the Vocal Plus Ensemble divi-

sion.  

They will be performing Che soave zeffiretto from Mozart’s 

Le nozze di Figaro and American Folk Song Shenandoah at 

the MTAC State Convention.  

 

Branch member Jennie Yukyung Byun’s student Habin 

Kim also won First Place in the Solo Voice: Senior division 

performing J.S. Bach’s Mein gläubiges Herz, frohlocke, R. 

Quilter’s Weep you no more, and Mozart’s Batti, batti o bel 

Masetto from Don Giovanni. Congratulations! 

Page 4 

 

Congratulations to one of our Blankenship students, taught by Masako Udagawa, for recently finishing 

CM Piano Advanced Level (for the 4th year), earning his Senior Award, receiving Branch Honors and 

convention recital. He is planning on minoring in music in college in the fall.  

The Blankenship Project has allowed him to continue lessons his family otherwise would not have been 

able to afford when circumstances changed 3 years ago. We are proud of his and Masako’s efforts and 

happy that we have made a difference in this young man’s life! 

The Blankenship Project is MTAC Alameda County East’s scholarship program for low-income stu-

dents to receive free or low-cost piano lessons. It was named in honor of Walter Blankenship, a young 

man and amateur musician, who died in 1996. His friend, Roger Ide, donated the funding to our branch 

to organize a program in Livermore, which has since been expanded to the Tri-Valley area and Tracy, 

helping hundreds of children.  

It is an important program to help children play the piano and gain an appreciation and love of music 

that they would not otherwise be able to have. It is funded through grants and private donations.  

MTAC Alameda County East Branch takes donations to help students receive lessons and to buy in-

struments for their practice. We also welcome donations of pianos that could help our students. 

To make a donation of cash or a piano, please contact Mary Beth Cheney, Director. 



With another successful year of Certificate of Merit be-

hind us, we would like to once again thank our CM 

chairs Su-Shan Chi and Velma Chan. They have both 

worked tirelessly, putting in a countless number of 

hours  over many months preparing, communicating, 

and organizing to ensure that everything runs smoothly.  

This year saw a larger number of enrolled students than 

ever before and it is exciting to see the branch and mu-

sic education thriving.  

We would also like to thank all the teachers who helped 

both evaluation weekends with grading, entering results, 

hosting, monitoring, hospitality, and so much more. It is always an enormous and coordinated team 

event.  

Finally, a big thank you to 

the teachers who helped 

quickly organize and run 

branch honors. We had 

149 branch honors  

students this year. On 

March 16, two weeks af-

ter performance evalua-

tions, we held 5 separate 

recitals from 1pm to 

7:30pm to honor these 

outstanding students by 

giving them a chance to  

perform. Congratulations! 

 

 - 661 piano  

 - 70 vocal, violin, cello, saxophone, 

flute  

 - 2 Panel Finals 

 - 467 State Honors 

 - 149 Branch Honors 

 731 Enrolled Students 

Certificate of  Merit 2019 Recap 
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May 2019 

June 2 Teen Recital 

The Teen Community Recital will be the final event of the school year. It will take place on Sunday, June 

2 at 3:15pm at Heritage Retirement Estate in Livermore (900 E Stanley Blvd). If you are interested, 

please register your teen students by logging in through the “Members Only” section of our website: 

https://www.mtac-alamedaeast.org/. 

Sunday, June 2, 3:15pm at Heritage Retirement Estate, 900 E Stanley Blvd, Livermore, CA 

https://www.mtac-alamedaeast.org/


Holy Names University Suzuki Piano Teacher Training 

Join participants from all over the world at Holy Names 

University in Oakland this summer for a fun and immer-

sive opportunity to discover first-hand Shinichi Suzuki’s 

belief that “Every Child Can.” 

The HNU Suzuki Training Institute will run from July 8-

27 and offer a variety of courses taught by the wonder-

ful master teacher Caroline Fraser.  

 

Please visit summersuzukihnu.com to find out more in-

formation about the institute.  
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May 2019 Telegraph Quartet Performs on May 4 at Bankhead 

Winners of the 2016 Naumburg compe-

tition and the 2014 Fischoff Competi-

tion, and now quartet-in-residence at 

the San Francisco Conservatory of Mu-

sic, the Telegraph Quartet became an 

instant audience favorite with their  

dynamic performance for DVFA in 

2016. They will perform Mozart’s String 

Quartet No. 21 in D Major, K575,  

“The Violet;” String Quartet No.6 in E 

minor, Op. 35 by Mieczyslaw Weinberg; 

and Dvořák’s String Quartet No.10 in E-

flat major, Op. 51 "Slavonic." 

  

"An incredibly valuable addition to the cultural landscape...powerfully adept...a combination of  

 brilliance and subtlety." - San Francisco Chronicle 

Tickets: $49, $43, $31. Free youth tickets and reduced-price student rush tickets available on day of per-

formance. 

To Purchase Tickets: 

 Call: 925.373.6800 

 Click: www.bankheadtheater.org 

 Come by: 2400 First Street, Livermore 

 Box Office is open Tue-Sat, noon to 6 pm, and 2 hours prior to performance 

Sponsored by Del Valle Fine Arts 

Saturday, May 4, 8:00pm at Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St, Livermore 

https://www.summersuzukihnu.com/
https://lvpac.org/
http://www.delvallefinearts.org/2018-2019/

