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Dear Colleagues, 

Sincerely, 

Ewen Tsai 

President 

Our branch will reach its 30-year anniversary in 2018. To 
celebrate this milestone, we are inviting all teachers to join a 
Teachers Recital in April/May (location and time TBA). Solo, 
chamber, and ensemble performances are welcome. Let's 
share music with our members, parents, and students. 

Our Branch has grown exponentially (Yap!102 members) 
and more and more students are participating in events. 
However, our workforce remains very limited. With this 
growth, some changes had been made in 2014 to meet this 
demand: 

Each Teacher with participating students is required to help 
with the recital. Specific details on what types of support will 
be listed in the Google application form. So if you are not 
able to attend the recital, you MUST ask a parent to be a 
substitute for you. If rules are not respected, you may not be 
able to submit students in the following year. 

All of our chairs volunteer valuable time in their busy lives to 
ensure all branch activities run smoothly. I humbly ask eve-
ryone to offer your helping hand in all events and limit com-
munication email/phone calls unless it's necessary. Even 
the most dedicated volunteers will be demotivated if we are 
not prepared for them. 

By making these changes, we are hoping to ensure great 
success with our growing number of students and rise to the 
demand of good musical education that is needed. Thanks 
to all teachers and the board members who have and are 
helping us achieve this vision. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

President’s Prelude 

 

Alameda County East 
Branch Newsletter 

Important Dates: 

• 9/9 - YAG Vincent Liu Recital  

• 9/18 and 9/22 - Mandatory 
CM Meeting (choose one to 
attend)  

• 10/21, 1/20 - Branch Recitals 

• 4/21 - Ensemble Recital 

• 12/9, 5/19 - Teen Recital
(tentative) 

• 2/3-2/4 - CM: Theory   
2/17-2/18 - Performance 
3/3 - Branch Honors 
4/7-4/8 - Panel 

• 4/15 - Piano Competition 

• 4/28 - Alameda East 
Branch 30th Year Anniversary 
Teachers Recital 

• 5/14 - May Luncheon 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send any submissions for 

the September newsletter by  

August 31st to Megan Mui at 

mmmui14@gmail.com. 
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Certificate of  Merit®: Time to Plan Ahead 

From Su-Shan Chi 

If you are planning to enroll your students in CM 2018, it's time to plan ahead. The Performance 

Evaluation dates for our Branch have been set for February 17-18, 2018, with the Theory Test 

dates tentatively scheduled for February 3-4 and Branch Honors Recital for March 3.  

As last year and required by the CM Council, there will be a MANDATORY CM Meeting for all 

teachers who plan to enroll students in CM next year. The meeting dates are tentatively sched-

uled for September 18 and September 22 at 10 AM. Please save these dates and attend at 

least one of the meetings. More information on meeting locations will follow as we get closer to 

the beginning of the new school year. Please check your email regularly for important updates.  

For those of you who are interested in applying your students for the Convention Recitals, the 

Certificate of Merit Recital Theme for 2018-2019 will be “North American Composers (Canada, 

Mexico, and United States) by Birth or Naturalization.”  

Another important reminder: In order to participate in CM next year, please remember to re-

new your MTAC membership by July 31.  

If you have any questions regarding CM, please contact Su-Shan Chi 

(alamedaeast.cm@gmail.com) and Velma Chan (christevel68@yahoo.com).   

From Anne Coll 

Our Young Artist Guild performer for the September recital is Vincent Liu. He is a student of 

Hans Boepple and performed with the Livermore-Amador Symphony in 2015. Vincent will be a 

freshman at Stanford in the fall, and cannot perform on our original date of September 16 due to 

college activities. Fortunately Asbury United Methodist Church is available on September 9, and 

we have moved the recital to that date. So please mark your calendars for September 9. We will 

send out the flyer and more information about Vincent and the event as soon as we can.  

Young Artist Guild Recital Scheduled for September 9  

Looking for Recital Co-
Chair 

As our branch is growing, the Board is looking 
for Recital Co-Chair that can help in Branch 
and Teen Recital.  The program will be at risk 
if we can't find a co-chair. 

Please email ewentsai@hotmail.com. 

To celebrate our branch's 30th year anniversary, 
we will have a Teacher Recital in April. I'm hop-
ing to find a venue that has 2 pianos so we can 
have two piano duets or eight hand pieces. If 
you know any place, please contact Ewen Tsai, 
ewentsai@hotmail.com.   

April Teacher’s Recital: Looking 
for Venue 
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From Taicheng Chen 

This past year marked a fruitful one in terms of our "cultural events"! We had three lectures 
(Mary Beth Cheney, Frank Levy and Namiq Sultanov) and one master class (Sujeeva Ha-
pugalle), each a success in its own right. My special thanks goes to our Branch colleague, Mary 
Beth, who not only gave a very interesting insight into Baroque music and dance, but also of-
fered her cozy home for one of the lectures. We thank Music Exchange for its generosity in 
providing its facility for our events in the past; however, will need new facilities for future lec-
tures.  

Anyone willing to share their home for this purpose please contact me at drtcchen@gmail.com . 
Recommendations on the upcoming lectures are welcome as well. Our next planned lectures 
will be October 9, 2017 and January 22, 2018.  

Upcoming Lectures and Recap  

MTAC Convention: Condoleezza Rice Keynote Address  

Notes from Mary Beth Cheney on Condoleezza Rice’s inspiring keynote address that took 
place at the 2017 MTAC Convention. 

Condoleezza comes from a musical line of grandmother and mother that were both pianists and pi-
ano teachers. Her grandmother was her first teacher and that went quite well. She taught her the 
hymns. She practiced on a small keyboard and told her parents that she needed a real piano. Her 
father told her that if she would learn "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" perfectly then they would 
get one for her. The next day she practiced about 8 hours to learn it. She wouldn't eat or stop until 
she had it down.  Her parents got her the piano, which they couldn't afford, so they rented it (she 
found out later).   

Her mother became her next teacher and that didn't go very well. Condoleezza wanted to quit. Her 
mother told her, "You're not old enough or good enough to make that decision. She continued and 
eventually went to a conservatory. She entered college as a piano performance major. She went to 
the Aspen Music Festival one summer and saw that some 12-year-olds were able to play music that 
had taken her months to learn, so she decided to change her major to political science. She said, "It 
worked out ok!" 

On the theme Breaking Barriers, she said that we don't usually set out to be the first to do some-
thing. She has done and been a lot of first in her life, but she was just following her passions, what 
she loved to do. You should just take the opportunities as they come along. As we teach we should 
think about how we're helping our students to develop a passion. Once you find your passion you 
want to get up in the morning every day and do it.   

Music students learn that hard work does pay off. You can't hide when you haven't done the hard 
work. You have to identify your faults. Condoleezza confessed that she is a procrastinator. It worked 
well for her with her schoolwork, doing things at the last minute. She still got rewarded with A's. But 
with piano this didn't work well. She learned that 1 hours a day all week is much better than 8 hrs on 
one day. Even 15 minutes a day is better than long on one day a week. 

In learning piano/instrument we learn patience. We learn to slow down to get something better. It's 
hard to fix a race car when it's traveling 120 miles per hour.   

In learning piano/instrument we learn confidence. Performing in front of others builds confidence. In 
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recitals we learn to control nervousness. When asked if 
she gets nervous when she plays in front of others she 
says, "I have a healthy respect for what could go 
wrong. I am on edge. That is a good thing,". We have 
to learn not to panic when something goes wrong. And 
it always does. You have to recover. Accompanying 
has been a good teacher for her. You have to go with 
the soloist and adapt. She told a story of a soprano she 
was accompanying on a Mozart aria when the soloist 
went up the scale and ended on the wrong note. Since 
Condoleezza at the piano was to echo the voice, she 
had to make s quick decision whether to end on the 
correct note and make the soloist sound terrible or end 
on the wrong note with the soloist.  She chose the sec-
ond route, which was scary. 

Music in our lives allows for Lifelong Learning. We can 
play for the rest of our lives. The arts are the most im-
portant expression of humanity. Humans need the arts 
to connect the past, present and future. What a culture really values is expressed in their music.   

She read the book, "The Lives of the Great Composers" when she was young. Their lives inspired 
her. Her mother played for her the Triumphal March from Aida and she loved it and listened to it over 
and over.  

For some of our students, music is a passport to finding what they are good at. She started a non-
profit called Center for a New Generation for low income kids in Palo Alto. One boy, Oscar (who had 
behavior  problems in school) came in day after day. One of the teachers said, you know you're not a 
student here? He said, I know, but if I was, I wouldn't be a problem here because I love music. They 
had him enrolled in a few days. He had perfect pitch and did very well.  He ended up playing with the 
Marine Band.   

Condoleezza was at a Yo Yo Ma concert and went backstage afterwards to talk to him. He was re-
ceiving the National Medal for the Arts. He said, we should play together sometime. She thought he 
was just saying something nice, but a little while later she got a phone call from him asking her to ac-
company him on his Brahms Violin Sonata arranged for cello. She loved playing with him. 

While she was Secretary of State she had to go to England. They asked her if she would play some 
music there. It was moved to Buckingham Palace--that was ok. Then the Queen asked if she could 
come. That scared her! But she played for the Queen and her corgi.   

She also had a great time playing the Schumann Concerto for the Omaha Symphony Gala. She 
couldn't work out all of the page turns and thought of putting the music on an iPad, but worried about 
glitches happening. So she memorized it. It took her a year and it was great for her neural plasticity in 
her brain. She continues to study private lessons with a teacher at Stanford where she teaches.   

She ended by saying, "I'm really glad my mother didn't let me quit when I was 10. Music is a lifelong 
journey that brings lifelong joy.” 

It was a great talk and I hope I have represented her accurately. I could have listened to her talk for 
hours. I checked out her book out of the library, "Extraordinary, Ordinary People" where she writes 
about her family and growing up in Jim Crow Burmingham, Alabama. She said in the preface that her 
parents raised their little girl to believe that even if she couldn't have a hamburger at Woolworth's 
lunch counter, she could be President of the United States. I'm looking forward to reading the rest of 
the book about this remarkable woman. - Mary Beth Cheney 
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A Year in Review  

 

Elliot Wuu 

performs at 

September 

Social 

 

July 2017 

 

Alameda 

East Piano 

Competition 

February 5 

Page 5 

 

 

May Luncheon    

group photo 



A Year in Review, continued 

 

May 

Luncheon 

at Wayne’s 

Sushi  

Bistro 

July 2017 

 

 

Teen Community 

Service Recital 

May 27 
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Branch President 

Ewen Tsai  

performs in 

Teacher’s Recital 

at MTAC  

Convention 


