
November 2016 

Dear Colleagues, 

Happy November! As fall approaches the days are growing shorter and 

our board is busier than ever getting ready for all the programs in 2016 - 

2017 Season. 

Those who participate in Certificate of Merit, hopefully by now you have 

contacted parents, set up your schedules, and have finished the transfer 

to using our new online system. The last step of registration is to remind 

parents to pay and submit the Teacher Work Agreement and Volunteer 

Sheet before November 10, 2016 Another exciting news to this coming 

season is the Alameda East Piano Competition which will be held at the 

Firehouse Arts Center on February 5, 2017. 

Having Branch Recitals is a great chance for students to experience 

performing in a formal setting. In addition, it also builds self confidence 

and helps students learn how be to be at ease in front of a large crowd. 

Our Branch has grown exponentially and more and more students are 

participating in these events. With this growth some changes had been 

made in 2014 to meet this demand. 

Each teacher with participating students is required to help with the re-

cital. Specific details on what type and form of help will be listed in the 

application form. So if you are not able to attend the recital you may ask 

a parent to be a substitute for you. 

By making these changes, we are hoping to ensure great success with 

our growing number of students and rise to the demand of good musical 

education that is needed. Thanks to all the board members who have 

and are helping us achieve this vision. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ewen Tsai 

President’s Prelude 

 

Alameda County East 
Branch Newsletter 

Important Dates: 

 11/5 -  Piano Master 
Class with Sujeeva      
Hapugalle 

 12/10 - Christmas Teen   
Recital 

 1/9 - Lecture with Frank 
Levy 

 1/21 - Branch Recital 

 2/5 - Alameda East Piano 
Competition 

 2/5 - VOCE regional 

 2/11 - Valentine’s Teen 
Recital 

 3/4-5 - CM Theory 

 3/18-19 - CM Perfor-
mance 

 4/10 - Lecture with Namiq 
Sultanov  

 4/11 - Ensemble            
Recital 

 5/12 - May Luncheon 

Please send any submis-

sions for the next news-

letter by January 28, 2017 

to Megan Mui at 

mmmui14@gmail.com. 

mailto:mmmui14@gmail.com


Master Class with Sujeeva Hapugalle 

Upcoming Lectures 
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From Tai-Cheng Chen:  

 

Please join us on Saturday, November 5 from 2-4 pm as our branch will hold a piano master class with 

guest artist, Ms. Sujeeva Hapugalle. This will take place at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints in Pleasanton, 3574 Vineyard Ave. All are welcome! 

Please visit Ms. Hapugalle’s website at www.sujeevahapugalle-youngartists.com/sujeeva.html to learn 

more about her and her teaching. 

From Tai-Cheng Chen: 

 

Monday, January 9, 2017 - “The Art of Practicing: From Concept to Sound” by Mr. Frank Levy 

Monday, April 10, 2017 - “The Russian Piano School” by Mr. Namiq Sultanov  

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 2-4pm at 3574 Vineyard Ave, Pleasanton 

Teen Christmas Outreach Recital 

Saturday, December 10, 2016, time and location to be announced 

From Swan Lo: 

Get your teen students (age 13 and up) ready to play 

for local seniors! Any music from Xmas, classical, 

pop, or arrangements are welcomed. Ensembles are 

also welcomed! Let’s get our music outreach and 

bring holiday joy to everyone! Please look for a 

google form sign up in your email. Thanks! 
Source: clipartkid.com 

Alameda East Piano Competition 

Our first piano competition held this past May was a great success! We have scheduled the next com-

petition to be held on Sunday, February 5, 2017 at the Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. Please 

look out for more details as the event draws nearer.   

Sunday, February 5, 2017 at Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton 

http://www.sujeevahapugalle-youngartists.com/sujeeva.html


Las Positas College Piano Pedagogy Courses 
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From Kai-Li Cheng: Alameda East branch is pleased to announce that we are going to hold the 

VOCE competition this year. VOCE is a prestigious competition for vocalists, strings, winds/brass, and 

chamber music at the Branch and State levels. First place winners of the Branch Competitions will ad-

vance to State Finals.  

 In addition to the competition there is a non-competitive option that is available for students who are 

not quite ready for competition, allowing them to perform for judges’ comments without being judged 

against other students. 

This is the second year that the Alameda East Branch will participate in the VOCE program. We are 

going to hold it with the Alameda Branch. 

Application deadline: January 20, 2017 

Competition date: February 5, 2017  

You may sign up on the new MTAC website (same website as CM applications). Please address all 

correspondences and questions to Kai-Li Cheng, VOCE chair at violinklc@gmail.com.  

Yen Liang Young Artist String Concerto Competition 

From Dan Marschak: If you are new to the art of piano teaching - or if you've been in the profes-

sion for many years but would benefit from some guidance, new connections, and new points of view - 

our program can make you a more well-rounded, effective, and sought after piano teacher. 

 

Las Positas College in Livermore will once again be offering its unique Teaching Intermediate Piano 

certificate this Spring. MUS 27 Teaching Intermediate Piano and MUS 28 Keyboard Skills are now 

open for enrollment. The other requirements are MUS 10A & B (a year long advanced theory course), 

MUS 1 Introduction to Music and MUS 38 (Individual study). Some or all of these could be waived with 

official transcripts from another school. We will be offering Teaching Beginning Piano next Fall as well. 

 

In addition, our students are looking to observe quality teaching . Any teacher willing to have a student 

observe their teaching would be a great asset for them. If you wish, you may place auditors so that 

they won’t be seen during the lesson. 

For more information, please don't hesitate to contact program director Dan Marschak at 

dmarschak@laspositascollege.edu or 925 424 1116.  

The Diablo Symphony Orchestra, based in Walnut Creek is presenting the Yen Liang Young Artist 

Competition. The concerto competition rotates every year between strings, winds/brass/percussion, 

and piano. This year’s event is for strings. Winners will be awarded $1000 in cash and an invitation to 

perform in two spring concerts on March 31 and April 2, 2017. Applicants must send an application 

and video recording no later than November 30.  Rules and all information can be found at  

diablosymphony.org. Any questions can be addressed to  Sharon Greene at cellist619@yahoo.com. 

VOCE Competition 

https://new.mtac.org/
mailto:violinklc@gmail.com
mailto:dmarschak@laspositascollege.edu
http://www.diablosymphony.org/about-us/young-artist-competition/
mailto:cellist619@yahoo.com.


Elliot Wuu Gives Stunning Performance 

From Anne Coll: The sanctuary at Asbury United Methodist Church rang with the music of the 

masters as pianist Elliot Wuu, 17, of Fremont, performed pieces by Beethoven, Menotti, Rachmani-

noff and Prokofiev on Saturday, September 17, 2016. For his encore, not the least bit winded by his 

challenging 45 minute program, Elliot played Chopin’s Revolutionary Etude. The audience of 134, 

many of them children, responded enthusiastically to Mr. Wuu’s exceptional artistry. After the recital, 

he thoughtfully answered audience questions, signed autographs and talked with the children, many 

of whom were music students themselves, and posed for photos. 

In attendance at the recital were Elliot’s parents, church 

members, a record number of our branch members, 

and many from the community. When asked how many 

had attended a YAG recital before, more than half the 

audience raised their hands! 

At the reception following the recital, I asked two boys 

who were cruising the refreshment tables if there was 

anything good that I should try. Together they shouted, 

“Meatballs!” Many thanks to Masako Udagawa, our hos-

pitality chairman, for organizing a beautiful reception 

with delicious offerings, including the meatballs. Thank you also to all the teachers who brought re-

freshments, to Masako’s husband, and to Kayo Hsu and her husband, and to all the others who 

helped with the set up, and pitched in at the end to leave the reception hall spotless. And a special 

thank-you to Yu-Ting Chen who produced our beautiful program for the recital. 

It’s always a delight for me to work with the Young Artists whom we choose at the convention each 

year to perform for our annual recital. And each year I am amazed at the wonderful, exciting, heart-

touching performances of these young people. This year is no exception. Elliot Wuu has already per-

formed and studied around the world, and I look forward to following his career. To view his Asbury 

performance, go to asburylive.org, scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the little vimeo 

icon. You can find the performance among the sermons. You can also type his name in Youtube to 

see other performances. Finally, several of you asked for the recipe for these reception treats: 

 
“Some-mores Dessert” 

1 cup firmly packed brown sugar 
1 cup all-purpose flour  
2 cups graham cracker crumbs 
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, melted 
3-4 cups miniature marshmallows 
12 oz. semi-sweet chocolate chips 
1 cup chopped pecans 
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Lightly butter a 9”X13” baking dish. 
In a large bowl, mix brown sugar, flour and crumbs together. Stir in melted butter until well blended. Pour into 
prepared baking dish and press into place. Sprinkle over the top with marshmallows, chocolate chips and pe-
cans. 
Bake 15 to 20 minutes until golden brown. Remove from oven and cool on a wire rack. Cut into bite-size pieces 
for a large reception. For dessert at home, cut into larger squares and serve with vanilla, dulce de leche, coffee 
or your other favorite ice cream. 
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Testing 

 Theory: March 4 - March 5, 2017 

 Performance Evaluations*: March 18 - March 19, 2017 

  *(Please note for non-piano students: depending on the number of students enrolled, evaluations may be 

combined with other branches with date and location subject to change) 

 

Registration Deadlines 

 Application: October 31, 2016 

 Payment: November  1 - November 10, 2016  

 Repertoire Entry: October 1, 2016 - January 15, 2017 

 

Teacher Work Agreements Forms 

 CM Teacher Work Agreement: submit by November 12, 2016 

 CM Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet: submit by November 12, 2016 

 Both forms were sent electronically by CM Chair Su-Shan Chi through email. They are 

 required for all CM teachers to be submitted by November 12. Please check your email 

 and electronically sign them if you have not already done so. 

 

Performances 

 Branch Honors Recitals: March 25, 2017, Levels 5+ 

 State Convention: June 30 - July 4, 2017 at Santa Clara Hyatt Regency, Levels 3+ 

 

Please follow the CM Line of Communication and direct any questions to: 

CM Chair: Su-Shan Chi at alamedaeast.cm@gmail.com.  

CM Co-Chair/Theory Coordinator: Velma Chan at  christevel68@yahoo.com. 

 

Thank you! 

Important Certificate of  Merit Dates 

mailto:alamedaeast.cm@gmail.com
mailto:alamedaeast.cm@gmail.com
mailto:christevel68@yahoo.com
mailto:christevel68@yahoo.com

